Epidemiological analysis of management of severe odontogenic infections before referral to the emergency department.
The aims of the present study are to present the epidemiology and management of patients hospitalized with odontogenic infections in a major Greek hospital from 2015 to 2016 and to find out whether the basic principles of management of odontogenic infections were followed before referral to the emergency department of the Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Clinic (OMFSED). A retrospective study of the patients hospitalized with odontogenic infections was performed, including management both prior and after referral to the OMFSED. During the two-year period from 2015 to 2016, 102 patients, 54 men (52.9%) and 48 women (47.1%) were hospitalized with severe odontogenic infections. The most common space involved in severe odontogenic infections was the submandibular (52.9%), and in 31.4% of the patients multiple spaces were involved. The lower third molars were the most common cause (36.5%). In 83 patients (81.4%) the tooth causing the infection had not received any treatment whatsoever and in all cases (100%) no decision for early incision and drainage prior to the referral to the OMFSED was made. The data presented reveal that the basic principles of management of odontogenic infections are not followed before referral of the patients to the OMFSED.